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Long COVID and Invisible Illness

History, society, and ethics of contested illness
Prof. Emily Mendenhall

Professor of Medical Anthropology, Georgetown University

' Event Details

Date Friday, 19 June 2026 5:00-7:00 pm (tentative)
Venue Ritsumeikan University Suzaku Campus Room 304 (tentative) / Near JR Nijo Station
Format In person +Zoom (tentative) / English lecture; Al-assisted Japanese translation

' Registration and How to Join

Registration
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https://forms.gle/xeYek2xo3kivqTxR9
Access Map

Zoom ID: 637 724 6279 Passcode: 0000
* Room may change depending on the number of participants.

' Lecture Overview and Program

Based on Invisible Illness: A History, from Hysteria to Long Covid, this lecture explores contested illnesses
such as hysteria, ME/CFS, and Long COVID, and considers their social, cultural, and ethical implications.

Lecture: 1 hour

Invited questions and discussion: 1 hour

Discussants: Mieko Homma (Saitama Prefectural Univ.), Miyuki Suzuki (Science Tokyo), and Ryohei Nakai
(Ritsumeikan Univ.)

Chair: Tatsuya Mima (Ritsumeikan Univ.)

' About the Speaker and Recent Book
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Emily Mendenhall is Professor of Medical Anthropology at Georgetown University. Her research WIglp|
focuses on chronic illness, mental health, social inequality, and the politics of medicine. i"u"is?

Invisible Illness: A History, from Hysteria to Long Covid
Based on this book.

Co-host: Institute of Ars Vivendi, Ritsumeikan University

Acknowledgement: Supported by JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Transformative Research Areas (A), "Anthropology of
Infectious Diseases," Project A02 (PI: Tatsuya Mima, 26H00356), Project BO1 (PI: Akinori Hamada, 26H00358),
and Challenging Research (Exploratory) (PI: Tatsuya Mima, JP25K21841).
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