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The Sociology of Psychiatric Drug Discontinuation

Professor David COHEN
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Everyday, people choose to stop taking their prescribed psychiatric ST
medications and physicians and clinical investigators decide if their [W/AIII|38 1} 3{1[F
patients or research subjects will stop taking their prescribed medications | 0T
and sometimes oversee the process of discontinuation or withdrawal itself. = = s—————
Reviewing and characterizing the literature on this common phenomenon | #™ ESGIIREEIE
has never been attempted. In this presentation, | will present some initial =~ """ sememmeens
findings from a systematic review (2000-2017) of the medical literature on
ceasing or reducing psychiatric medications. | will also use concepts such
as social construction, language, conflict, power, expertise, resources,
actors and systems to characterize this area of psychiatric knowledge and
discuss potential research directions for social scientists.
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